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1. INTRODUCTION
Russian Chess School: Kids ("School," "we," "us," or "our") is an online chess enrichment program for children ages 7–16, operating from the State of North Carolina, USA, via the Skool platform. We serve students from around the world and are committed to protecting the privacy of children and their families regardless of location.

This Privacy Policy complies with:
1. US Children's Online Privacy Protection Act (COPPA), 15 U.S.C. § 6501 et seq.
1. EU General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR), Regulation (EU) 2016/679
1. UK General Data Protection Regulation (UK GDPR)
1. Canadian Personal Information Protection and Electronic Documents Act (PIPEDA)
1. Australian Privacy Act 1988
1. Other applicable national laws based on the student's country of residence

2. WHO THIS POLICY APPLIES TO
	US Students (ages 7–12)
	COPPA applies — verifiable parental consent required

	US Students (ages 13–15)
	COPPA does not apply, but parental consent required by this School

	EU/UK Students (under 16)
	GDPR/UK GDPR — parental consent required (age of digital consent varies by country)

	EU/UK Students (16+)
	GDPR applies — student may consent directly but parental awareness encouraged

	Canadian Students
	PIPEDA — parental consent for children under 14

	Australian Students
	Privacy Act — parental consent for children under 15

	All other countries
	We apply the most protective standard: parental consent for all under 18



3. INFORMATION WE COLLECT
From Parents / Legal Guardians:
1. Full name
1. Email address
1. Phone number (optional)
1. Country of residence (for legal compliance purposes)
1. Payment information (processed securely by third-party payment providers — we do not store card numbers)

From Students (ages 7–16):
1. First name only
1. Age or date of birth (to verify eligibility and apply correct legal protections)
1. Chess ratings and game results (for educational tracking)
1. Class attendance records
We do not collect email addresses, social media accounts, or direct contact information from children.

Via Third-Party Platforms:
1. Skool (skool.com) — course progress and community activity
1. Zoom or other video tools used for live sessions
Each platform operates under its own Privacy Policy (see Section 6).

4. LEGAL BASIS FOR PROCESSING (GDPR)
For students in the EU or UK, we process personal data based on the following legal grounds:
	Parental consent (Art. 6(1)(a), Art. 8)
	For children under the age of digital consent in their country (13–16 depending on member state)

	Contractual necessity (Art. 6(1)(b))
	To deliver classes, manage enrollment, and process payments

	Legal obligation (Art. 6(1)(c))
	Where required by applicable law

	Legitimate interests (Art. 6(1)(f))
	For program improvement using anonymized data only



5. HOW WE USE INFORMATION
1. Enroll and manage student participation
1. Deliver chess instruction via Skool and video platforms
1. Communicate schedules, updates, and program news to parents
1. Process tuition payments
1. Track student chess progress for educational purposes
1. Comply with applicable laws
We do not use children's information for advertising, profiling, or any commercial purpose unrelated to the program.

6. THIRD-PARTY PLATFORMS
The School uses the following platforms. Parents are encouraged to review their privacy policies:
	Skool
	skool.com/privacy — community and course platform

	Zoom
	zoom.us/privacy — live video sessions

	Payment Processor (e.g. Stripe)
	stripe.com/privacy — payment processing only


All data processed by third parties is limited to what is necessary for their function. We do not authorize third parties to use student data for their own marketing.

7. PARENTAL RIGHTS (ALL JURISDICTIONS)
Regardless of location, all parents have the right to:
1. Review personal information we hold about their child
1. Request corrections to inaccurate data
1. Request deletion of their child's data ("right to be forgotten")
1. Withdraw consent and unenroll their child at any time
1. Object to or restrict processing of their child's data

To exercise any of these rights, contact: privacy@russianchessschool.com
We will respond to all verifiable requests within 30 days.
EU/UK parents: you also have the right to lodge a complaint with your national data protection authority (e.g., ICO in the UK, CNIL in France, BfDI in Germany).

8. INTERNATIONAL DATA TRANSFERS
Our program operates from the United States. Student data processed via Skool and Zoom is stored on servers in the United States. For students in the EU or UK, this constitutes an international transfer of personal data.
We rely on the following safeguards for international transfers:
1. Standard Contractual Clauses (SCCs) as implemented by our platform providers
1. EU-US Data Privacy Framework where applicable
Parents in the EU/UK consent to this transfer by signing the Enrollment Agreement.

9. DATA RETENTION
We retain personal data only as long as necessary for program delivery or as required by law. Upon unenrollment:
1. Parents may request deletion of all personal data within 30 days
1. Anonymized chess statistics (no identifying information) may be retained for program improvement
1. Payment records are retained as required by applicable tax law (typically 7 years in the US)

10. COOKIES AND TRACKING
RCS Kids does not independently operate tracking technology. Skool and Zoom may use cookies per their own policies. If the School launches a website, a separate cookie notice will be provided.

11. DATA SECURITY
We use reasonable administrative and technical measures to protect personal data. Payment data is handled exclusively by our payment processor. No data transmission method is 100% secure; we cannot guarantee absolute security but are committed to industry-standard practices.

12. GDPR REPRESENTATIVE
As the School processes data of EU residents from outside the EU, we are in the process of appointing an EU representative as required by GDPR Art. 27. Details will be updated in this Policy upon appointment. In the meantime, EU residents may direct all privacy inquiries to:

Russian Chess School: Kids
Email: dina@russianchessschool.com
State of Operation: North Carolina, USA

13. CONTACT
Russian Chess School: Kids
Privacy inquiries: dina@russianchessschool.com
State of Operation: North Carolina, USA

14. CHANGES TO THIS POLICY
We may update this Privacy Policy periodically. Parents will be notified by email at least 14 days before material changes take effect. Continued enrollment constitutes acceptance.
